
New Homes
in Lewes

Our proposals for
new homes and how
to have your say

We want you
to help design
new homes



In the UK, we have not built
enough new homes for a
generation. In Lewes district, we
are facing a severe housing
shortage, with soaring house
prices and nearly 2,000 people on
our council housing waiting list.

What are we doing about it?

At the heart of our strategy for
tackling the housing crisis is our New
Homes project to build around 415
new homes on council-owned sites
across the district, of which at least
40% will be affordable and owned by
the council.

We have teamed up with a consortium
including Karis Developments, Southern
Housing Group and internationally-
acclaimed architects Conran and
Partners to deliver these homes.

We will sell sites for market housing at
maximum value and use the funds to
build council-owned and some shared
ownership homes for local people.

We will make sure the new
developments are accompanied by
improvements to infrastructure where
needed and that alternatives are
provided if facilities are removed but
are still required.

Our architects Conran and Partners
have extensive experience of
designing homes that are sustainable
and sensitive to the local area.

Our priorities are

• Building affordable homes
for local people

•High quality design and
sustainability

• Bringing more money into
our town centres

What is ‘affordable
housing’?

The government definition
of affordable housing includes homes
rented at up to 80% of the
local market value. Some households
are able to claim financial help
towards paying their rent but the
government limits the amount those
renting privately can claim to the Local
Housing Allowance, even if their rent
is more than this.

Homes rented out by the council will
be charged at lower rents and
households who qualify for the full
amount of housing benefit will not be
restricted by the Local Housing
Allowance as those in the private
sector currently are.

House prices in Lewes have risen by
53% over the last 10 years. Over 300
local households have applied to our
council housing register specifically
requesting affordable homes in Lewes
town. We need more affordable
homes if we want to preserve the
vibrancy and diversity of the town.

Why we need more homes



Christie Road
(St Mary’s Social Centre)

• Our plan for Christie Road is to
build a small number of much needed
affordable council-owned homes
alongside a new and better
community centre.

• We are working closely with the
trustees of the centre and will not
pursue any development if they are
not on board with our proposals.

Juggs Road (Saxonbury)

• The house on Juggs Road was used
as temporary accommodation for
people across the district in
desperate and urgent need. The
house has been closed and people
are now being housed in better
accommodation across the district.

• We plan to restore the house and
convert it into high quality flats as well
as building a small number of well-
designed homes, which will be sold to
raise funds for council homes.

Ham Lane

• The proposal is for family homes
which will be sold at market value,
raising funds to reinvest in affordable
housing.

• We will work in partnership with
East Sussex County Council on
retaining the recycling site in Lewes.

Western Road

• We plan to build two houses in-
keeping with the architecture of this
part of Lewes.

• There have been problems with the
public toilets on this site for a number
of years. They were built in the 1950s
when the race course was open and
there was much more activity in this
area. Since then, usage has sharply
declined and the facilities have been a
target for vandals. A single disabled
toilet is now open to all users, which
is used an average of 11 times per
day. The intention is not to replace
these toilets but to look at alternative
ways of providing this facility.

Fisher Street

• The Fisher Street site presents a
fantastic opportunity to convert office
space, which is not suitable for
modern business needs, to a small
number of modern flats which would
be sold at market prices to fund
much-needed affordable housing
elsewhere.

Our proposals for Lewes



New Homes
in Lewes

The timeframes
and how to have your say

We are at the early stages of
developing plans and our architects
are currently working up designs.

We will hold a drop-in session in early
2016 to share these designs and ask
local people for their views on the
proposals. We will let people know
the dates for the session in their area
nearer the time.

Feedback from these sessions will
contribute to the final proposals
submitted as a planning application to
South Downs National Park Authority
in summer 2016. As with all the
planning applications submitted, this
application will be subject to a period
of public consultation.

For more information

To find out more about the proposals,
including the full list of sites,
architects’ sketches, environmental
impact surveys and traffic and parking
studies, please visit our website at
www.lewes.gov.uk/newhomes

We will keep updating these pages as
new information becomes available.

How to get in touch

We would like to hear your views
about our plans. In addition to
attending a drop-in session you can
also contact us at any time via:

Email: newhomes@lewes.gov.uk
Twitter: @LDCNewHomes
Telephone: 01273 471600

You can also write to us at:
New Homes,
Lewes District Council,
Southover House,
Southover Road, Lewes,
East Sussex BN7 1AB

Please contact us if you would like
this brochure in a different language
or format such as large print.

Cover image

Conran and Partners-designed
affordable housing, Brighton.


