
 
 

Update for September/October 2014 
 

Looking back at planning ahead! 
 
Big Benefits Game - Landport Bottom comes out top! 
At the recent Lewes Neighbourhood Plan Open Day 
more people identified Landport Bottom as 
providing them with important benefits than any 
other area within 5 km of Lewes. People also 
identified a greater range of benefits coming 
from Landport Bottom than anywhere else in the 
area too! 
This was the result from people playing L&OVe’s 
Big Benefits Game (see also here) 
Other headline outcomes from i) the Game and ii) 
from questions on our display stand were: 
i) Of the 10 different types of benefit from which 
participants could choose, food (wild food and 
meat, followed by crops) was most often cited as 
the ones that people felt they received from the local environment i.e. the most 
recognized naturegain link; next down the list was exercise. 
ii) “What do you value in Lewes?” - 75% of answers included countryside, green open 
space and/or wildlife 
“Should development avoid areas that provide important benefits to Lewes?” – 100% of 
those that answered agreed with or supported this view 
“What are the most important benefits from the environment?” – it was the cultural 
naturegain (ecosystem services) that featured, particularly those good for mental and 
physical health: exercise and relaxation. 
 

  
 
All this came about because back in August, L&OVe was invited to help with the 
Neighbourhood Plan Open Day in the Town Hall. This was part of our Chalking up the 
Benefits project and supported by the Town Council.  Twenty six people identified 
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themselves as having played the game, but a number of others may have played 
anonymously too. Following Landport Bottom in terms of perceived importance was Lewes 
Downs, Castle Hill and the Mid-Ouse floodplain. 
About 150 people attended the Open Day and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 
was pleased with the way the day went and the results that came out of it. 
For L&OVe, it was clear from the results of the Big Benefits Game that many people are 
seeing the benefits coming from our local environment, but that the less obvious ones are 
not seen as so important – we are recommending that the Steering Committee does the 
Naturegain Going Local workshop and gives itself the opportunity to un-cover some of the 
less obvious  but VERY important benefits (water provision, climate regulation, flood 
regulation, soil health, pollination, etc.) through group work. This will then help the 
Neighbourhood Plan take into account the value of our local environment and the benefits 
we get from it when planning for future development and pass this information around to 
the community. 
If you’re not already, please consider joining the Neighbourhood Plan process and 
helping with themes that interest you most to help produce policies that really come from 
the community and engage the community – for the transitioned future of Lewes. 
 

 
Looking ahead – October: seeing the trees and the wood 
How much storm water runoff are Lewes’ trees preventing for us? 
How much pollution are Lewes’ trees taking out of the air for us? 
 

The end of September and beginning of October is the time when 
L&OVe will be supporting Friends of Lewes’ Urban 
Arboretum project in finalizing its i-Tree survey so we can 
answer the questions above and others, such as how much 
carbon dioxide are our urban trees collecting and storing for us 
(so mitigating climate change impacts)? 
In July a small L&OVe team helped kick-start the i-Tree survey by 
visiting the first few of the 220 odd sample points randomly 
distributed across Lewes – identifying, counting and 
measuring any trees that fell in the sample area and making a 
variety of other assessments of the area in terms of its 
vegetation, land-use and potential to be planted with trees. We 
had a very enjoyable time and sampled 4 sites including an area 
on the edge of the grassy area of Waterloo Bonfire Society’s 
bonfire site (i.e. no trees there!) and an area overlapping Pop-up 
Studio’s pop-up garden near the river ….. which took hours to do, 
as it also overlapped an area in the industrial estate next door 
with loads of trees! 

Now, the students from Plumpton College are continuing the survey, investigating 
most of the 220 plots. 
 
An appeal! – If a group of students from Plumpton College come to your house and 
ask if they can come into your garden to measure your trees, PLEASE say yes! 
They are conducting the bulk of the i-Tree survey around Lewes for FoL and the 
results from their work will be of great value to Lewes. 
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Once the survey is complete, the data will be sent off to the i-Tree team in the USA 
who will feed it all into a computer programme they have developed and come up 
with results telling us how many tonnes of pollutants our trees absorb, so protecting 
our lungs & our health and answer the other questions posed above. Torbay’s 
118,000 urban trees remove 50 tonnes of pollutants for the town’s residents, 
sequester 3320-odd tonnes of CO2 and store 98,000 tonnes of carbon per year. 
These few services are estimated to be worth in excess of £6.5M per year and the 
trees have a structural value of around £280M; so it’ll be v. interesting to find out 
quantities for Lewes and the value of our trees in town. 
 
Other benefits from the urban trees include: 
• Making the air cooler. 
• Reducing energy use in buildings. 
• Absorbing ultraviolet radiation. 
• Improving water quality. 
• Reducing noise. 
• Increasing property values. 
• Improving psychological well-being. 
• Helping the landscape in town look and feel good 
 
When we start to recognize this, surely we will start to turn more attention and 
effort to looking after our trees and increasing their number! It’s not just good for 
us, it’s good for our local economy too! 
 
 
Sharing experience: How do we increase Lewes’s flood resilience? 
On the 9th October there will be an event that 
brings together experts from Holland & the UK 
with locals to Lewes to share experience and 
ideas on flood resilience. 
This is part of a 3-day event taking place in 
Somerset, London & Lewes looking to engage 
communities with flood resilience issues and 
approaches to increase such resilience. 
The organizing group has asked to use the L&OVe 
Naturegain Going Local workshop process for part 
of the event. We have offered them all the 
materials they need to take this on and run their 
own version of the workshop, should they choose. 
We really have no idea how this event will turn out, but there is more information 
here for anyone interested. 
The organizers are still keen for more local participants to attend the event in Lewes 
or the whole of the 3 days for those with time. There is a cost to attending the event 
too – £45 for Lewes event only - see the link above for detail. 
 
Do look out for all the interesting events going on during the OctoberFeast too 
– so much of this festival is about aspects of local naturegain – please think on’t!! 
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