
 
 

Update for September 2015 
 
The focus this month is on the public/resident (that’s you!) opportunities with Lewes 
Neighbourhood Plan and its emphasis on taking an Ecosystem Approach.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
can only live up to its name IF people, businesses and organizations in the neighbourhood take the 
opportunity to speak up …… 

 
Now is the time to have your say on the future of our town - Lewes  
Neighbourhood Plan on-line survey ready NOW …. www.lewes4all.uk 
 
Where do you find wildflowers growing in Lewes Town? Please let us know! Where 
would you like to see wildflowers bloom in Lewes? L&OVe will investigate and pass 
on ideas to the Lewes NPlan … 
 
Demanding Questions – What ideas and what questions do you have about the 
RUF ‘edge’ of Lewes? Opportunities to explore some of the sites offered up for 
development …. Old Malling Farm? Ham Lane? 

 
 
********************************* 

 
There’s now an easy way to get some of your key points about Lewes’ 
future development and planning over to those involved with and 
organizing Lewes Neighbourhood Plan – there’s an on-line 
survey for you to complete at www.lewes4all.uk.  There’s also an 

Interim Report explaining the process to date and the key points made by 
those who have engaged so far – mostly people representing a variety of 
voluntary groups in Lewes.  Read the report and answer the questions and 
you’ll have made a contribution to your town’s future! 

Please tell everyone you know about this – send the link to all your contacts ….. 
particularly those outside TTL – that’s part of the ecosystem approach! We 
need their views recorded before the end of September  
The next phase of public participation in the Lewes Neighbourhood Plan is in October/November.  
Details for these events will be posted on the Lewes Neighbourhood Plan website – 
www.lewes4all.uk 
The first of the community participation events is on 8 & 9 October and will start with sketching 
out the framework for a draft plan and identify policy areas and ideas so that Lewes residents and 
community reps can review and challenge these and propose changes to the draft. The second 
chance for the community voice to be central is on 19 & 20 November, when the aim will be to 
flesh out the details agreed during the October event. Both events will start at 1 pm on the first 
day, running through until about 10 pm; they will restart at 0930 the following morning, running 
through until lunchtime on the second day. 
Results from the Design Forum (where representatives from a variety of community groups in 
Lewes came together to start to map out ideas for the future of Lewes) are also posted on the 
NPlan website. Amongst a range of issues examined, ideas were put forward by people from 
Lewes on where it may be suitable to put new housing – above car parks in various locations was 
one idea, but lots of other possible preferred sites were also suggested – see www.Lewes4all.uk. 
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Several sites that have been suggested by Lewes District Council were also visited by community 
reps during the Design Forum to assess their suitability for housing and to start to consider what 
types of development may be appropriate or whether people from the community felt these sites 
were not appropriate for development. Sites down Ham Lane were amongst those considered 
during the Design Forum, as was Old Malling Farm. These are both sites on the rural/urban fringe 
– see the section on Ruf 
L&OVe had an important role, with Colin and others working with Feria urbanism to get policy and 
plan ideas tested by participants themselves to make sure they fitted with the Ecosystem Approach 
that the Steering Group has chosen to take – encouraging and challenging all to recognize the 
value of our local environment to Lewes.  
Interestingly, a key part of the Ecosystem Approach that is currently a little weak is range of 
people, groups and organizations who have been taking part! The NPlan can only claim to be 
taking an Ecosystem Approach if a wide range of representatives from different parts of the 
community are involved – so far, this cannot be claimed to be the case, with no youth voice being 
represented and few from business, for example. 

 
 

Do you know where wildflowers grown 
within Lewes Town? Where would you like 
to see wildflowers blooming Lewes?  
Please send in observations and ideas to 
tc09@gn.apc.org! L&OVe will pass them on to Lewes 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and to Feria 
Urbanism who are collecting and collating views 
appropriate for Lewes’ Neighbourhood                 
Plan. 
If they can get chalk downland flowers 
inhabiting urban areas in Brighton, 
surely we can do that for Lewes? So … 
over to you for ideas …... 

 
 

Lewes  - what about its Ruf (Rural/urban fringe) 
edges ? – L&OVe would love to hear your questions about 

the ‘edge’ of Lewes?  How should it be? What should it be 
used for? How is it important to you and your experience of 
living in Lewes? What about Old Malling Farm? Ham Lane? 
Any questions and any answers to tc09@gn.apc.org  
As part of our work with the Lewes Neighbourhood Plan, the 
consultants – Feria Urbanism – have identified from the 
public input to date that the ‘edge’ of Lewes, it’s urban/rural 
fringe (Ruf), as an issue of particular importance. 
During September and October, Colin will work with the 
consultants and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Committee to see how a toolkit – Rufkit http://demowebsite1.co.uk/rufopoly/ - developed by 
Birmingham University can help us get local people  involved and engaged with issues on the 
rural/urban fringe.  We look forward to hearing from you. 
Ideas on this can be included in your answers to the Lewes Neighbourhood Plan on-line 
questionnaire – www.lewes4all.uk Please complete one! 
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