
 
 

Update for December 2014/January 2015 
 

L&OVe AGM – will have been and gone by the time you read this ….. but not early 

enough for inclusion of its outcomes in this Newsletter update! So, please keep an eye on 
the group page on the TTL website and on the group’s website. 

 
L&OVe – appeals in December! 
Well, surely it always does? At any time of year! 
But there is something happening during December which we 
hope will appeal to all who read this – the Lewes Phoenix 
Rising Roadshow! The roadshow will come to a place near you 
and give you the chance to contribute and share ideas and to help 
shape the plan. If you don’t already know about Phoenix Rising, 
see here. 
Colin is working with Chelsea and the team on behalf of L&OVe to 
provide a panel on Naturegain (this time as an Ecosystem 
Approach) for the Phoenix Rising Masterplan display for the 
Roadshow – if you’d like to help with that NOW is the time to 
contact Colin (tc09@gn.apc.org). 
So, our appeal to you is to get along to the Roadshow and be part of attempting to shape 
the future of the North St area to make it a community-led, vibrant, thriving part of the 
future of our town. 
The appeal for you is, you have a chance to have a say. 
 

….. And December 2014 into January 2015 
Colin will also be continuing to work with the Lewes Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group to build the evidence base for the value that 
people attach to the naturegain we get from the 5 km around Lewes 
and helping the SG to develop its Ecosystem Approach to the 
Lewes NPlan. 

Which leads to another appeal! Well, two actually!! ….. First, please see Kirsten’s message 
Sustainable Neighbourhood for the Future about the TTL Neighbourhood Plan Group re-
forming and meeting to help take the sustainability aspects of the NPlan forward 
AND it’ll hopefully appeal to you all to get more involved with the Neighbourhood Plan 
(NPlan) and encourage others to do so too – it really is an opportunity for genuine 
community engagement to produce a plan from the neighbourhood for the 
neighbourhood, but that’ll only happen if pick up the opportunity! So, spread the word and 
start thinking creatively about planning for Transition and working together with others to 
get some essential elements coming directly and meaningfully from the wider Lewes 
community! November may be gone, but let’s see some sparks coming from amidst you to 
set alight the bonfire of transitional actions and the fire-resistant plans that can get them 
established!!? 
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Secondly, as a result of the workshop that Colin ran on behalf of L&OVe for the NPlan 
Steering Group (see what we did in November, below) we want to offer all of you the 
chance to make your contribution to the ‘evidence base’ of community 
consultation over the NPlan AND help to shape and learn 
about the NPlan’s Ecosystem Approach. To this end, there 
is an opportunity for you to add your own perceptions of 
the benefits that you get (as part of the Lewes 
Neighbourhood) from our local environment. Visit our 
website to see the results from the workshop on the 29th 
October for you to add to, disagree with, supplement and 
comment on them.  
So, the appeal here is for you to have a go at adding your bit to 
list of naturegain you get from our surrounding countryside. 
Look forward to hearing about your naturegain. 
The more people who do this the better (both for the Lewes 
NPlan and for L&OVe), so please pass the links on to others 
within Lewes. 
 
…. And then there’s Health and Happiness – a great theme to be working on for the 
Yuletide season and the coming of the New Year! You’ll see that L&OVe are already 
making suggestions for the prospective TTL year of Health & Wellbeing and have helped 
put together ideas for a range of activities along with people from Heart & Soul Group. We 
are hoping to develop some of the inspired ideas presented here along with Heart & Soul 
Group and others ourselves over the next months – if you’d like to be part of taking health 
and happiness forward into 2015 and any of these ideas appeal OR you have ideas to 
contribute yourself/ves, please get in touch with Colin or Susan (L&OVe) or Sue (Heart & 
Soul). 
 
Nature at the heart - Act for a new law 

The Wildlife Trusts and the RSPB are pressing for a new Act of 
Parliament “which puts our need for nature at the heart of 
decision-making, for our own mental and physical health, and 
the health of our economy”. If that sounds familiar, it is 
because such an Act will assist nationally what L&OVe have 
been saying and trying to support and encourage locally. We 
urge you to support this – see here. 

 
 
 

 
What’s L&OVe done  in November? 
During November, we put forward ideas that came from the October L&OVe meeting for 
the prospective TTL Year for Wellbeing and Health …. and along with Heart & Soul Group 
put together a short presentation for Juliet to use at the Lewes Town Partnership meeting 
on the subject! 
We also ran the Naturegain Going Local workshop for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group and associated others on 29 October, which was a very well received and animated 
event, that built further evidence from the SG on what people value about the landscape 
around Lewes and the specific benefits people and the 
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neighbourhood get. We also ended up with a good 
series of connections being made by each of the 
workshop groups between then naturegain from 
different parts of the surrounding landscape and 
enterprises or organisations representing each of the 
4 Neighbourhood Plan Themes – Housing; Transport 
& communication; Community, culture & leisure; and 
Business & the local economy. Outcomes from the 
workshop are presented here. 
 
More Trees 
With help from a range of people within L&OVe, the wider TTL and Friends of Lewes 
(FoL), we’ve continued the i-Tree surveys and almost finished the Town Centre and 
Southover plots.  After FoL pushing for more help from Plumpton College we’ve completed 
198 i-tree survey plots ..... ensuring that FoL can get data off for analysis and results back 
on the benefits to Lewes of its urban trees early in the New Year.!  There’s now just a few 
plots to do around Malling eastate to get the whole thing completed - Please contact Colin 
or Neil (Friends of Lewes) if you’d like to help! 
 

  Trees surveyed on the St. Anne’s School site 

 

As part of their Urban Arboretum project 

(which L&OVe are supporting) Friends of 

Lewes will be out planting some trees in 

South Down Rd and at Southover School 

in the near future and volunteer help is 

sought - if you'd like to help, please 

contact Neil. 
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