
 
 

Update for October/November 2014 
 

L&OVe AGM – date set for Thursday 27 November, 7.30 p.m. at the Rights of 

Man, Martyr’s Bar (at the back). 
We’d really welcome new-comers to the group and/or those who would just be 
interested to hear what we’re doing, been doing and planning to do, as well as usual 
core members. PLEASE put the date in your diary and come along if you can. 

 
Farewell to Andrew Bartlett: Deputy-Chair L&OVe 
At our October L&OVe meeting, a huge vote of 
thanks was called by Colin (and resoundingly 
seconded by all present) for all the work that 
Andrew has put in to L&OVe since its formation and 
for making a very important contribution to all the 
success that L&OVe has achieved. Without Andrew, 
there’d not have been our Naturegain Going Local 
workshop; we wouldn’t have our attractive and 
interesting website; and it wouldn’t have been as 
populated as it is by excellent photos, videos and 
 links to interesting stories …. to mention just a fraction of the things he’s 
contributed to or led within the group. 
Andrew is now leaving to work in Laos for several years. He will be sorely missed. 
Thank you Andrew for all the energy you have put in to the group, for your 
excellent facilitation of workshops and for all you’ve helped to do to get 
the naturegain message out into the Lewes Community! 

 
What’s L&OVe bringing to November? 
During November, we shall be exploring ideas for the prospective TTL Year for 
Wellbeing and Health …. and hoping to develop some of the inspired ideas that 
came out of our discussion around this at the October L&OVe meeting (see below). 
We also hope to receive maps of what benefits the environment in our focal area – 
the 5km around Lewes – provides in terms of pollination, water purification, climate 
regulation, carbon storage and access to nature. Not only will these maps show us 
where these benefits are provided, but also the local demand for the benefits and 
will be able to quantify (at least broadly) these forms of local naturegain. 

We’ll also be continuing to work with the Lewes Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Committee exploring how to get the NPlan 
process to embody the importance of Naturegain from our 
locality. Colin’s working on this as part of the Chalking up the 
Benefits project, but has REALLY valued having input and help 
from the group at events and discussions about what to do – 
getting innovative and creative ideas in there. 

 

 

http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/
http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/photos
http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/chalking%20up%20the%20benefits
http://www.lewes-eco-nomics.org/chalking%20up%20the%20benefits


We have also been invited to make a contribution on ‘Taking an Ecosystem Approach’ to the 
Phoenix Rising Master plan launch in November and Roadshow displays in December – see 
below. 
And, if the i-Tree surveys aren’t already finished, then we’ll be pushing for more help to get 
them completed! Please contact Colin or Neil (Friends of Lewes) if you’d like to help! 
 
 

October  
Not only has October been exceptionally green, with so few trees turning colour yet 
and the Green Man delaying the yawns that indicate his preparedness for a long 
sleep over winter, but it’s also been a busy month for L&OVe. 
We’ve been out and about knocking on doors with survey gear to finish off the i-
Tree surveys around the urban parts of Lewes. We’ve pretty much completed the 
Town Centre, St. Anne’s area and Southover (just a couple left to finish) – great 
teamwork with Friends of Lewes. 
At the L&OVe group meeting 20th October, there were very creative ideas arising 
about how the group could contribute to TTL’s proposed Year of Health and 
Wellbeing, if this idea goes forward. Suggestions like naturegain walks that are 
totally about people’s experience of being out in the location we choose for the walk, 
how it leaves them feeling with room for any creative inspiration that arises to be 
expressed – the thought that people may spontaneously create “Ecosystem Services: 
the Opera” as a result was met with considerable pleasure, humour and 
enthusiasm!! There was also a feeling that working together with other groups on 
health and wellbeing would be both advantageous and encouraging and community 
re-enforcing. 
It was also suggested that instead of (or as well as) ‘ground-truthing’ the EcoServe 
GIS maps that Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre are producing for us currently, 
group members may like to provide their own maps of local naturegain with sites 
marked that make people burst into song; or hyperlinked to a piece of music that 
someone has been inspired to create as a result of being in a particular location; or 
hyperlinked to an art-work inspired by a given place. By the end of the meeting, the 
ideas seemed to be burgeoning and inspiring! 
As part of Chalking up the Benefits project, Colin has continued to offer advice to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and they have now set a date for a Naturegain 
Going local for the Lewes Neighbourhood Plan for the SG and members of the 
Groups represented on SG. He’s also been working with the South Downs National 
Park’s new neighbourhood planning officer on using Lewes as a pioneer for a model 
for Neighbourhood plans to take an ecosystem approach. 
Colin has also been in detailed discussions with Phoenix rising over naturegain 
elements for their Phoenix Masterplan, leading to an invitation mentioned above. 
 
 

https://www.itreetools.org/
mailto:tc09@gn.apc.org?subject=i-tree%20surveys
mailto:mailtoneil.merchant2@gmail.com?subject=i-tree%20surveys

